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THE HYBRID STRUCTURE

Above, left and right: Many accessory structures are
“hybrids” with multiple functions—a guesthouse/pool house, a
carriage house/art studio, or a pool house/tennis pavilion, like
this hybrid in Greenwich. This makes a lot of sense, since indi-
vidual buildings take up a lot more space and cost much more
to build than a hybrid, and zoning regulations usually limit the
number, size, and type of accessory structures allowed on a
property. (Zoning rules vary widely from town to town, so
research them before you build any accessory structure!)

THE CARRIAGE HOUSE

Left: It's not your grandfather's carriage house (though it just
might house your grandpa's automobile): This 21st-century
version, on an estate in Bridgehampton, includes a two-bed-
room apartment above a floor that accommodates 10 cars.

Many luxury-home owners in the Fairfield, Westchester,
and Suffolk County area collect exotic automobiles; some col-
lections are so extensive that the carriage house must have a
hydraulic lift so the cars can be stacked.

R. S. Granoff Architects, which designed this carriage
house, often proposes to its clients a fairly high level of finish
that includes mahogany wainscoting, grease-resistant flooring,
low-voltage lighting, and a wet bar, so that these structures can
double as a living or entertainment area (usually for the guys).
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THE ARTIST’S STUDIO

Above right: “We recently completed this sculpture
studio on an estate in Bedford, New York;' Granoff says.
“Many of our clients enjoy the creative arts. We have
designed painting studios, darkrooms, and arts and crafts
centers. These are custom-tailored to the artist's desires.
This client needed a steel structure with a mechanical
winch to move the 2,000-pound blocks of raw marble
that were shipped to him from Italy. We designed a
unique accessory structure that was clad in the same
materials as the main home: stone and clapboard, with a
slate roof. But the building is thoroughly modern, with a
glass garage door and clean lines!

THE CONSERVATORY
Above left and left: Originally developed as hot-
houses for growing plants, these structures have
become popular as sunrooms, breakfast rooms—even a
room whose centerpiece is a fish pond. Typically con-
structed of mahogany or steel, with glass walls/roof
and stone floors, they can be bought prefabricated or
custom-built. Either way, they may be extremely expen-
sive because of the high cost of their materials: a lot of
glass, mahogany, or other decay-resistant wood, elabo-
rate heating/cooling systems, and stone or tile floors.
Oak Leaf Conservatories fabricated this conserva-
tory in England and shipped it to Southampton by
cargo ship; two British fabricators then assembled it on
a foundation made by a local contractor. It consists of
one room—a sunroom off a breakfast area known as
“the tea parlor” TME

Richard S. Granoff founded R. S. Granoff Architects, which has offices in Greenwich and Southampton, in 1989; the firm works on a wide variety
of residential and commercial projects throughout the New York metropolitan area. 203.625.9460; granoffarchitects.com
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PHOTOS: R. S. GRANOFF ARCHITECTS (CONSERVATORY); DAVID C. BARNUM (ARTIST’'S STUDIO)





